
 

 

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

Historic Property at Montlake Blvd NE,  University of Washington campus, Seattle, WA 98112 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W301A OAHP No.: LOCATION SECTION 

Historic Name:� Common Name: Montlake Boulevard Pedestrian Overpass South 

 Property Address: Montlake Blvd NE,  University of Washington campus, Seattle, WA 98112� Comments: 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec  1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle� Coordinate Reference 
King T25R04E 16 SE SEATTLE NORTH� Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552407.98202 Northing: 5278320.42696 

Tax No./Parcel No.� Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 
N/A N/A� N/A 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
Project 

Field Recorder: Lori Durio Date Recorded: 9/24/2009 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 
City of Seattle/University of 600 4th Ave. Seattle, WA 98124 
Washington 

Classification: Structure Resource Status Comments 

Within a District? No 
Survey/Inventory 

Contributing? 

National Register Nomination:� 

Local District:� 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:� 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Plan: Other 

Historic Use: Transportation - Pedestrian-Related 

Current Use: Transportation - Pedestrian-Related 

Structural System: Concrete - Reinforced Concrete 

No. of Stories: n/a 

Changes to plan: Intact 

Changes to original cladding: Intact 

Changes to interior: 

Changes to other: Moderate 

Page 1 of 3 

Style 

Modern 
Form/Type 

View of Bridge (looking northwest) taken 8/13/2009 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): N/A 

Comments: 

Utilitarian 

Printed on 11/19/2009 10:14:21 AM 



 

 

  

       
    

       
       

      
    

    
     

        
        

    

 

      

         
        

      
       
      

          
  

 

   

 

Historic Property 
Inventory Report for 

at Montlake Blvd NE,  University of Washington campus, Seattle, WA 98112 

Changes to windows: Other (specify): bottom of steps and 

Cladding 

Concrete 

Foundation 

Concrete - Poured 

Roof Material Roof Type 

NARRATIVE SECTION 
Date Of Construction: 1958 

Study Unit Other 
Architect: 

Transportation Builder: 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture 
Engineer: John “Jack” Christiansen 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): 

Statement of This pedestrian overpass, an early example of post tension pre-stress concrete, was constructed in 1958 and designed by John "Jack" Christiansen. He is credited with being one 
Significance of the top six thin-shell concrete designers in the world. He was elected to the National Academy of Engineers and is a Fellow in the American Concrete Institute and American 

Society of Civil Engineers. He received his undergraduate degree in Architectural Engineering from the University of Illinois, and his Master's in Civil Engineering from Northwestern 
University. Christiansen joined the engineering firm of Skilling & Helle in 1962. Eventually he became president of the firm, then called Skilling, Helle, Christiansen & Robertson, and 
retired in 1983. His notable concrete design projects include the Green Lake Pool (1954), which was the largest intermediate thin-shell cylindrical barrel in the world at the time of 
construction; the Seattle School District Warehouse (1955); the Yakima Valley Jr. High School Gymnasium (1956), which had the first thin-shell pre-stressed edge beams in the 
United States; the King County Airport Hangar at Boeing Field (1958); the award-winning Rivergate Exhibit Facility in New Orleans (1968), now demolished; the Federal Building for 
Expo ’74 in Spokane; the Kingdome (1976), which at 661 feet was the largest clear span, concrete dome in the world; the SunDome Arena in Yakima (1988); and the Bainbridge 
Island High School Grandstand (1990). Christiansen is an engineer of world renown and contributed to many important buildings and structures in the Pacific Northwest. This bridge 
and its twin next door served as models for other pedestrian bridges throughout the state. They are eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C for their distinctive design and important 
engineering qualities. 

Description of This is a pedestrian overpass that crosses Montake Boulevard NE, running east/west. It is constructed of reinforced concrete and was built in 1958. It spans from the Burke-Gilman 
Physical trail and Wahkiakum Lane on the primary section of the University of Washington campus to the E-1 University of Washington parking lot on the east side of Montlake Boulevard. It 
Appearance has metal railing with simple vertical balusters and a rounded handrail. The span across the roadway is supported on two concrete piers. At the eastern end, the bridge splits in a "v" 

into two equal sets of stairs that wind down to the parking lot. Each set of stairs curves to the north or south, then reaches a landing, where it sits on a concrete pier. After the 
landing, each stair terminates in a straight run down to the ground. The stairs themselves are thin, cast concrete sitting on a concrete center support beam. The final two steps are 
now wooden replacements, with railings of wooden 2X4s, causing the end of the stairs to appear bulky and unfinished. This is reportedly due to ground subsidence, requiring 
additional steps at the bottom. There is another pedestrian overpass identical to this one located to the north. 

Major 
Bibliographic 
References 

DOCOMOMO, Western Washington. "Christiansen, John." 2009.  http://www.docomomo-wewa.org/architects_detail.php?id=53 

Gould, James W. “Montlake History.” http://montlake.net/mcc/mcc_history_Jim_Gould.htm. January 21, 2000. 

King County Assessor's Records 

Ochsner, Jeffrey Karl, ed. Shaping Seattle Architecture, A Historical Guide to the Architects. University of Washington Press, Seattle and London. 1998. 
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Historic Property at Montlake Blvd NE,  University of Washington campus, Seattle, WA 98112 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W302A OAHP No.: LOCATION SECTION 

Historic Name:� Common Name: Montlake Boulevard Pedestrian Overpass North 

 Property Address: Montlake Blvd NE,  University of Washington campus, Seattle, WA 98112� Comments: 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec  1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle� Coordinate Reference 

King T25R04E 16 SE SEATTLE NORTH� Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552448.47837 Northing: 5278530.75965 

Tax No./Parcel No.� Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 

N/A N/A� N/A 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
Project 

Field Recorder: Lori Durio Date Recorded: 9/24/2009 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

City of Seattle/University of 600 4th Avenue Seattle, WA 98124 
Washington 

Classification: Structure Resource Status Comments 

Within a District? No 
Survey/Inventory 

Contributing? 

National Register Nomination:� 

Local District:� 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:� 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Plan: Other 

Historic Use: Transportation - Pedestrian-Related 

Current Use: Transportation - Pedestrian-Related 

Structural System: Concrete - Reinforced Concrete 

No. of Stories: N/A 

Changes to plan: Intact 

Changes to original cladding: Intact 

Changes to interior: 

Changes to other: Moderate 

Page 1 of  3 

Style 

Modern 

Form/Type 

View of Bridge, looking northwest taken 8/13/2009 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): N/A 

Comments: 

Utilitarian 

Printed on 11/19/2009 10:16:47 AM 









 

 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Property McMahon Hall at 354450 Whitman Ct,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W294 OAHP No.: 

Historic Name: McMahon Hall Common Name: McMahon Hall 

 Property Address: 354450 Whitman Ct,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195 Comments: 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle Coordinate Reference 

King T25R04na 16 SE SEATTLE NORTH Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552281.69 Northing: 5278544.79 

Tax No./Parcel No. Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 

LOCATION SECTION 

1625049001 N/A Unknown 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
Project 

Field Recorder: Lori Durio Date Recorded: 6/1/2009 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

University of Washington 1326 5th Ave., Room 418 Seattle,  WA 98101 

Classification: Building Resource Status Comments 

Within a District? No 
Survey/Inventory 

Contributing? 

National Register Nomination:� 

Local District:� 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:� 

DESCRIPTION SECTION� 

Historic Use: Domestic - Institutional Housing 

Current Use: Domestic - Institutional Housing View of East elevation taken 6/29/2008 

Plan: Irregular 

Structural System: Unknown 

No. of Stories: 11 
Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): 

Comments: southeast corner 

N/A 

Changes to plan: Intact 

Changes to original cladding: Intact 

Changes to interior: Unknown 

Changes to other: 

Style 

Modern - Brutalism 

Form/Type 

Multi-Family 

Changes to windows: Intact Other (specify): 

Page 1 of 3 Printed on 7/6/2009 4:59:11 PM 



 

 

   

  

         
     

 

   
   

     
        

    
 

          

   
       

      
       

    
   

     
          

      
     

    
 

 
    

     

 

 

 

Historic Property 
Inventory Report for 

McMahon Hall at 354450 Whitman Ct,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195 

Cladding 

Concrete - Poured 

Foundation 

Concrete - Poured 

Roof Material 

Asphalt / Composition - Built Up 
Roof Type 

Flat with Eaves 

NARRATIVE SECTION 
Date Of Construction: 1965 

Study Unit Other 
Architect:  Kirk, Wallace, McKinley & Associates 

Community Planning/Development Builder: Unknown 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture 
Engineer: Unknown 

Education 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): 

Statement of� 
Significance� 

McMahon Hall was designed by the architectural firm of Kirk, Wallace, McKinley & Associates in 1965. It received an AIA Seattle Honor Award in 1966. It is remarkable for its 
modern Brutalist design that is softened by the rough concrete forms and puzzle piece-like plan, sited on a steep hill that affords breathtaking views of Lake Washington and the 
Cascades. It will be 50 years old in 2015, and at that time will be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C, for its distinctive architectural design and as the work of a recognized 
master, Paul Hayden Kirk. 

Paul Hayden Kirk (1914-1995) was born in Salt Lake City, Utah and came to Seattle in 1922. He received his degree in architecture from the University of Washington in 1937. He 
opened his own practice in 1939. During World War II, he practiced with others, designing a variety of churches, homes, and commercial buildings. He again had his own practice 
from 1950-1957. After 1957, the firm was known as Paul Hayden Kird & Associates, and later Kirk, Wallace, McKinley & Associates. Kirk was influenced by the International style of 
Mies van der Rohe, but used local materials, giving his designs a unique regional variation. His work was widely published, including approximately 60 articles in national 
publications between 1945 and 1970, making him possibly the most widely published of Seattle's architects. He was elected a fellow of the AIA in 1959, and received a national AIA 
Merit Award in 1965 for his Japanese Presbyterian Church in Seattle. His works include the University Unitarian Church and the Magnolia Branch Library in Seattle, and the 
Edmond S. Meany Hall for the Performing Arts and the Charles S. Odegaard Undergraduate Library at the University of Washington. 

The University of Washington was established in 1861 by an act of the Territorial Legislature. The University’s first campus, when it was called the “Territorial University,” was 
roughly six blocks north of what was then “downtown.” That site is now located near the center of downtown Seattle. Classes at the Territorial University began November 4, 1861, 
eight years before the City of Seattle was incorporated. 

As a result of a combination of factors, by the late 1880s and early 1890s, it was concluded that the University’s location and facilities were no longer adequate and a much larger 
campus was needed -- one removed from the early City’s encroaching “downtown.” The present site of the campus was selected (roughly four miles north of the initial campus) and 
in 1893 the State Legislature authorized purchase of what was to become the present site. A section of land was allocated and the first building on the University’s new campus 
began. Five buildings on campus date from this period of development (1895-1902). 

Perhaps the largest event that shaped the character of the south portion of the Central Campus – and the siting of buildings and open spaces in that area – was the 1909 
Alaska–Yukon–Pacific Exposition, which occurred on campus from June 1, 1909 to October 16, 1909. The site of the Exposition was chosen in 1906 and the layout of building 
sites, vistas and open spaces was based on a 1909 Olmsted Brothers Plan for the Exposition. The most notable remainder of this plan is the Rainier Vista. Like most international 
expositions, the 1909 A-Y-P Exposition included several permanent structures, designed to become a part of the University campus, along with temporary buildings. Structures that 
have remained include the present Frosh Pond/Drumheller Fountain, Architecture Hall, Cunningham Hall, the Engineering Annex, and the Statue of George Washington (unveiled 
on Flag Day June 14, 1909). 

A large number of campus master plans have influenced the siting of buildings on campus and the landscaped open spaces between buildings. Early influences came from the 
1891 Boone Plan, a 1900 Oval Plan, and the 1904 Olmsted Plan. Later influences came from such campus plans as the 1915 Regents Plan, 1920 Bebb & Gould Plan, 1935 Jones 
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Historic Property Cyclotron Shop at Pend Oreille Rd,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W292 OAHP No.: 

Historic Name: Cyclotron Shop Common Name: CENPA Instrument Shop 

 Property Address: Pend Oreille Rd,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 Comments: 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle Coordinate Reference 

King 16 SE SEATTLE NORTH Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552343 Northing: 5278644 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552343 Northing: 5278644 

Tax No./Parcel No. Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 

LOCATION SECTION 

1625049001 N/A unknown 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
Project 

Field Recorder: Lori Durio Date Recorded: 9/14/2009 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

University of Washington 1326 5th Ave., Room 418 Seattle,  WA 98101 

Classification: Building Resource Status Comments 

Within a District? No 
Survey/Inventory 

Contributing? 

National Register Nomination: 

Local District: 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name: 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Plan: L-Shape 

Historic Use: Education - College 

Current Use: Education - College 

Structural System: Unknown 

No. of Stories: 2 

View of East elevation 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): 

Comments: northeast corner 

N/A 

taken 10/26/2005 

Changes to plan: Slight 

Changes to original cladding: Intact 

Changes to interior: Unknown 

Changes to other: 

Style 

Modern 

Form/Type 

Utilitarian 

Page 1 of 3 Printed on 9/23/2009 11:21:25 AM 



 

 

   

  

   
       

      
       

    
   

     
          

      
     

    
 

 
    

     
         

      

        
     

         
 

        
      

          

 

 

 
 

 

Historic Property 
Inventory Report for 

Cyclotron Shop at Pend Oreille Rd,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 

Changes to windows: Intact Other (specify): 

Cladding 

Glass - Curtain Wall 

Veneer - Stucco 

Foundation 

Concrete - Poured 

Roof Material 

Asphalt / Composition - Built Up 
Roof Type 

Flat with Parapet 

NARRATIVE SECTION 
Date Of Construction: 1948 

Study Unit Other 
Architect: John Graham, Jr. 

Education Builder: Unknown 

Science & Engineering 
Engineer: Unknown 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): 

Statement of� 
Significance� 

The University of Washington was established in 1861 by an act of the Territorial Legislature. The University’s first campus, when it was called the “Territorial University,” was 
roughly six blocks north of what was then “downtown.” That site is now located near the center of downtown Seattle. Classes at the Territorial University began November 4, 1861, 
eight years before the City of Seattle was incorporated. 

As a result of a combination of factors, by the late 1880s and early 1890s, it was concluded that the University’s location and facilities were no longer adequate and a much larger 
campus was needed -- one removed from the early City’s encroaching “downtown.” The present site of the campus was selected (roughly four miles north of the initial campus) and 
in 1893 the State Legislature authorized purchase of what was to become the present site. A section of land was allocated and the first building on the University’s new campus 
began. Five buildings on campus date from this period of development (1895-1902). 

Perhaps the largest event that shaped the character of the south portion of the Central Campus – and the siting of buildings and open spaces in that area – was the 1909 
Alaska–Yukon–Pacific Exposition, which occurred on campus from June 1, 1909 to October 16, 1909. The site of the Exposition was chosen in 1906 and the layout of building 
sites, vistas and open spaces was based on a 1909 Olmsted Brothers Plan for the Exposition. The most notable remainder of this plan is the Rainier Vista. Like most international 
expositions, the 1909 A-Y-P Exposition included several permanent structures, designed to become a part of the University campus, along with temporary buildings. Structures that 
have remained include the present Frosh Pond/Drumheller Fountain, Architecture Hall, Cunningham Hall, the Engineering Annex, and the Statue of George Washington (unveiled 
on Flag Day June 14, 1909). 

A large number of campus master plans have influenced the siting of buildings on campus and the landscaped open spaces between buildings. Early influences came from the 
1891 Boone Plan, a 1900 Oval Plan, and the 1904 Olmsted Plan. Later influences came from such campus plans as the 1915 Regents Plan, 1920 Bebb & Gould Plan, 1935 Jones 
& Bindon Plan, a 1940 Plan, 1948 Plan, 1962 Thiry Plan, 1963 Walker & McGough Plan, 1983 Land Use Plan, the 1991 – 2001 General Physical Development Plan, the 1995 
Southwest Campus Plan, the 1997 North Campus Sector Plan, and the 1997 East Campus Sector Plan. 

The current campus reflects all of these plans to some degree, but no clear layout exists from any particular plan, and there is no unified style of architecture. Some planning pieces 
remain from nearly all of the plans, with the most striking being the Rainier Vista central axial landscape from the Olmstead Brothers Plan of 1909. Buildings of a number of different 
periods are scattered over the campus grounds in varying degrees of integrity, with few clearly delineated intact groupings by date or style. It does not appear that any groupings or 
areas that might be eligible as historic districts exist within the area surveyed for this project. 

This building from 1948 retains good integrity, with one small addition to the south elevation. The CENPA Instrument Shop was built as the Cyclotron Shop to support the 
construction of the cyclotron building next door. The cyclotron was dismantled in the 1980s. It is now known as the Center for Experimental Nuclear Physics and Astrophysics 
(CENPA) Instrument Shop. It was designed by noted architect John Graham, Jr. Founded in 1998, CENPA is one of the University of Washington nuclear physics labs funded by 

Page 2 of 3 Printed on 9/23/2009 11:21:26 AM 







 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Property Nuclear Physics Laboratory/Cyclotron at Pend O'Reille Rd, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W291 OAHP No.: 

Historic Name: Nuclear Physics Laboratory/Cyclotron Common Name: North Physics laboratory 

 Property Address: Pend O'Reille Rd,  University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 Comments: 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle Coordinate Reference 

King 16 SE SEATTLE NORTH Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552354 Northing: 5278738 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552354 Northing: 5278738 

Tax No./Parcel No. Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 

LOCATION SECTION 

1625049001 N/A unknown 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV IDENTIFICATION SECTION 
Project 

Field Recorder: Lori Durio Date Recorded: 9/14/2009 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

University of Washington 1326 5th Ave. Room 418 Seattle,  WA 98101 

Classification: Building Resource Status Comments 

Within a District? No 
Survey/Inventory 

Contributing? 

National Register Nomination: 

Local District: 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name: 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Plan: Irregular 

Historic Use: Education - College 

Current Use: Education - College 

Structural System: Unknown 

No. of Stories: 1, 2 

View of East Elevation 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): 

Comments: 

N/A 

taken 10/26/2005 

Changes to plan: Intact 

Changes to original cladding: Intact 

Changes to interior: Unknown 

Changes to other: 

Style 

Modern 

Form/Type 

Other 
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Historic Property 
Inventory Report for 

Nuclear Physics Laboratory/Cyclotron at Pend O'Reille Rd, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98101 

Changes to windows: Intact Other (specify): 

Cladding 

Glass 

Veneer - Stucco 

Veneer - Brick 

Foundation 

Concrete - Poured 

Roof Material 

Asphalt / Composition - Built Up 
Roof Type 

Flat with Eaves 

Flat with Parapet 

NARRATIVE SECTION 
Date Of Construction: 1949 

Study Unit Other 
Architect: John Graham, Jr. 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture Builder: unknown 

Education 
Engineer: unknown 

Science & Engineering 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): 

Statement of� 
Significance� 

The University of Washington was established in 1861 by an act of the Territorial Legislature. The University’s first campus, when it was called the “Territorial University,” was 
roughly six blocks north of what was then “downtown.” That site is now located near the center of downtown Seattle. Classes at the Territorial University began November 4, 1861, 
eight years before the City of Seattle was incorporated. 

As a result of a combination of factors, by the late 1880s and early 1890s, it was concluded that the University’s location and facilities were no longer adequate and a much larger 
campus was needed -- one removed from the early City’s encroaching “downtown.” The present site of the campus was selected (roughly four miles north of the initial campus) and 
in 1893 the State Legislature authorized purchase of what was to become the present site. A section of land was allocated and the first building on the University’s new campus 
began. Five buildings on campus date from this period of development (1895-1902). 

Perhaps the largest event that shaped the character of the south portion of the Central Campus – and the siting of buildings and open spaces in that area – was the 1909 
Alaska–Yukon–Pacific Exposition, which occurred on campus from June 1, 1909 to October 16, 1909. The site of the Exposition was chosen in 1906 and the layout of building 
sites, vistas and open spaces was based on a 1909 Olmsted Brothers Plan for the Exposition. The most notable remainder of this plan is the Rainier Vista. Like most international 
expositions, the 1909 A-Y-P Exposition included several permanent structures, designed to become a part of the University campus, along with temporary buildings. Structures that 
have remained include the present Frosh Pond/Drumheller Fountain, Architecture Hall, Cunningham Hall, the Engineering Annex, and the Statue of George Washington (unveiled 
on Flag Day June 14, 1909). 

A large number of campus master plans have influenced the siting of buildings on campus and the landscaped open spaces between buildings. Early influences came from the 
1891 Boone Plan, a 1900 Oval Plan, and the 1904 Olmsted Plan. Later influences came from such campus plans as the 1915 Regents Plan, 1920 Bebb & Gould Plan, 1935 Jones 
& Bindon Plan, a 1940 Plan, 1948 Plan, 1962 Thiry Plan, 1963 Walker & McGough Plan, 1983 Land Use Plan, the 1991 – 2001 General Physical Development Plan, the 1995 
Southwest Campus Plan, the 1997 North Campus Sector Plan, and the 1997 East Campus Sector Plan. 

The current campus reflects all of these plans to some degree, but no clear layout exists from any particular plan, and there is no unified style of architecture. Some planning pieces 
remain from nearly all of the plans, with the most striking being the Rainier Vista central axial landscape from the Olmstead Brothers Plan of 1909. Buildings of a number of different 
periods are scattered over the campus grounds in varying degrees of integrity, with few clearly delineated intact groupings by date or style. It does not appear that any groupings or 
areas that might be eligible as historic districts exist within the area surveyed for this project. 

The North Physics Laboratory, originally known as Nuclear Physics Laboratory/Cyclotron, houses the Center for Experimental Nuclear Physics and Astrophysics (CENPA). It was 
built in 1949 and designed by noted architect John Graham Jr. It originally held the cyclotron, dismantled in the 1980s. “The Cyclotron was a cylindrical vacuum chamber wherein 
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Historic Property Lake Washington Boulevard at Lake Washington Boulevard, Seattle, WA 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W305 OAHP No.: LOCATION SECTION 

Historic Name: Lake Washington Boulevard� Common Name: Lake Washington Boulevard 

 Property Address: Lake Washington Boulevard, Seattle, WA Comments:� Historic Lake Washington Boulevard in the 
project area is 2 miles long, from E. 
Madison Street to the foot of Rainier Vista. 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec  1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle� Coordinate Reference 

King T25R04na 28 NE SEATTLE NORTH� Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Unknown 

Sequence: 1 Easting: 552264 Northing: 5276970 

Sequence: 2 Easting: 552503 Northing: 5276984 

Sequence: 3 Easting: 552646 Northing: 5276957 

Sequence: 4 Easting: 552694 Northing: 5276664 

Sequence: 5 Easting: 552828 Northing: 5276551 

Sequence: 6 Easting: 552701 Northing: 5275996 

Sequence: 7 Easting: 552805 Northing: 5275661 

Sequence: 8 Easting: 552797 Northing: 5275492 

Sequence: 9 Easting: 552916 Northing: 5275276 

Sequence: 10 Easting: 553102 Northing: 5275155 

Sequence: 11 Easting: 553161 Northing: 5274978 

Tax No./Parcel No.� Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s) Acreage 

NA� attached 
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Historic Property Lake Washington Boulevard at Lake Washington Boulevard, Seattle, WA 
Inventory Report for 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV 
Project 

Field Recorder: Sara S. Orton Date Recorded: 5/10/2010 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

IDENTIFICATION SECTION 

Seattle Department of PO Box 34996 Seattle, WA 98124-4996 
Transportation 

Classification: Site� Resource Status Comments 

Survey/Inventory 
Within a District? No� 

Contributing?� 

National Register Nomination:� 

Local District:� 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:� 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Historic Use: Transportation - Road-Related (vehicular) 

View of Historic Lake Washington Boulevard at E.Madison taken 6/11/2010 
Current Use: Transportation - Road-Related (vehicular) 

Street 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): NA 
Plan: Irregular No. of Stories: NA 

Comments: Facing north 
Structural System: 

Changes to plan: Moderate Changes to interior: Style Form/Type 

Changes to original cladding: Changes to other:� 

Changes to windows: Other (specify):� 

Cladding Foundation Roof Material Roof Type� 

NARRATIVE SECTION 

Study Unit 

Transportation 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture 

Other 
Architect: Olmsted Brothers 

Engineer: Unknown 

Date Of Construction: 1904-1909 

Builder: J. W. Thompson 
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Historic Property Lake Washington Boulevard at Lake Washington Boulevard, Seattle, WA 
Inventory Report for 

Community Planning/Development 

Statement of 
Significance 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): Yes - National 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): Yes 

Portions of Lake Washington Boulevard pass through the NRHP-eligible Washington Park Arboretum, as well as through the NRHP-eligible Montlake Historic District. See the 
DAHP Inventory forms for the Washington Park Arboretum (Arboretum) and the Montlake Historic District for more information about each property. Lake Washington Boulevard 
extends south from the current project area, but this evaluation is only for the 2-mile segment of the linear resource from E. Madison Street to the Y intersection of Montlake 
Boulevard NE and NE Pacific Street, which was the entrance to the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition (A-Y-P). The 2-mile segment being evaluated has been separated into 
four sections, maps of which are included with this form. The first section of the segment of Lake Washington Boulevard being evaluated begins at the intersection with E. 
Madison Street in the Arboretum and ends where it exits the park at 26th Avenue E. Today it is referred to as Lake Washington Boulevard E. The second section begins at the 
intersection with 26th Avenue E and continues to the intersection with Montlake Boulevard E. This section is now called 26th Avenue E. until the intersection with E. Roanake 
Street, where the name changes to E. Lake Washington Boulevard and continues to the east. The third section starts at the southern end of Montlake Boulevard E and proceeds 
north to the southern edge of the Montlake Cut. The current name of this section is Montlake Boulevard E. The fourth section of what is being evaluated as Lake Washington 
Boulevard begins at the southern edge of the Montlake Cut and goes north to the intersection with NE Pacific Street. This northernmost section is now called Montlake Boulevard 
NE. 
The Olmsted Plan 
The Seattle Post-Intelligencer began to publish editorial features in 1902 supporting and encouraging the ambitious goals of the new Board of Park Commissioners. The articles 
featured civic leaders calling for creation and full funding of more parks and boulevards. Professor Edmond Meany, a local leader, told the paper “the Queen City’s great need is 
more beauty in streets, parks, public places and homes. Let us show the world that in the midst of our popular growth, we can produce the nation’s most beautiful city.”  To that 
end, in 1903, the city hired the Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture firm. John Charles Olmsted and Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. came to Seattle to prepare a plan for a city-
wide park and boulevard system. This system was envisioned as a chain of parks and parkways linking existing parks, such as Washington Park, creating new parks, and 
stitching them together with park boulevards (Friends 2009, Takami 2003). 
The Olmsted Brothers’ plan was formally adopted in October 1903 by the Seattle City Council. The dominant feature of the plan was 20 miles of landscaped parkways and 
boulevards, linking the existing and proposed parks throughout the city owned by Seattle Parks and other public agencies. This plan for connected parks and boulevards followed 
a system suggested in 1893 by then Parks Superintendent E. O. Schwagerl. The Olmsted plan created a green belt of 37 parks and boulevards stretching from Woodland Park, 
through what is now the university campus and along Lake Washington Boulevard, south to Seward Park. The Olmsted philosophy focused not only on the physical beauty of the 
landscape, natural resources and the vistas, but also on the vital relationship between parks and people. Most of the parks and connecting boulevards designed by the Olmstead 
Brothers in Seattle were built by 1908. The Seattle system is one of the most fully realized and best preserved Olmsted park and boulevard systems in the U.S. (BOLA 2003, 
History Link 2010, and Takami 2003). 
Lake Washington Boulevard 
Lake Washington Boulevard, passing through or by fourteen parks, is the main link in Seattle’s Olmsted legacy of city-wide park boulevards. The boulevard was planned to reach 
from Washington Park in the north continuously to Seward Park, which encompasses the Bailey Peninsula, in the south. It was the first of the park boulevards to be built following 
the Olmsted Plan and originally went from the Mount Baker neighborhood north through Washington Park (now the Arboretum) (Friends 2009). 
In 1909, the Parks Department extended Lake Washington Boulevard from Washington Park to the south entrance of the A-Y-P Exposition. This extension was called University 
Boulevard, in hopes of extending the boulevard system to the north, which never came to fruition. The extension was later folded into Lake Washington Boulevard, but today what 
was University Boulevard is now Montlake Boulevard NE across the Montlake Cut (History Link 2010). 
Lake Washington Boulevard within the project area 
The roadway through Washington Park was the first new road built from the Olmsted Brothers plan, originally called Washington Park Boulevard. It was completed within a year of 
the Olmsted Report to the Board of the Park Commissioners. The plan called for three roadways in the park. Of these, “the pleasure drive would be carried through the length of 
the park within its borders, but in such a way as not to unduly cut up the level or gently sloping land . . .” (BOLA 2003). Lake Washington Boulevard winds through the length of 
the Arboretum west of center and serves as the primary access to the park. It was designed by John C. Olmsted and constructed under the Parks Superintendent at the time, 
J.W. Thompson. The first 2,120 feet of the road, starting at E. Madison Street, was completed in 1904. The rest of the roadway through the park was completed by 1906. The 
landscape design for the boulevard developed through 1907.  (BOLA 2003, DAHP 2009). 
According to the Park Commissioners report from 1906-1907 regarding Washington Park Boulevard: “Planting plans for the border of the driveway have been secured from the 
Olmsted Brothers, and during the planting season this fall these will be carried to completion. It is intended to make this stretch of road an object lesson as to what the system will 
be”. The plan indentified informal groupings of specific trees along the boulevard and large beds of native and non-native smaller trees and shrubs. At the crossing with Madison 
Street, the plan calls for oak, sycamore, madrone, big leaf maple, mountain hemlock, and beech. Travelling to the north the plan illustrates an open stretch dotted with a few 
street trees and small shrubs as the valley broadens along a creek. When the valley begins to narrow to the north, the plan shows evergreen magnolias, oak, blue spruce and 
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Historic Property Canal Reserve Land at East Hamlin Street/SR 520, Seattle, WA 
Inventory Report for 

Field Site No.: SR520W306 OAHP No.: 

Historic Name: Canal Reserve Land Common Name: 

 Property Address: East Hamlin Street/SR 520, Seattle, WA Comments: This parcel is south of the alley behind the 
houses facing E. Hamlin Street. 

LOCATION SECTION 

County Township/Range/EW Section 1/4 Sec  1/4 1/4 Sec Quadrangle Coordinate Reference 

King T25R40na 21 NW SEATTLE NORTH Zone: 10 Spatial Type: Point Acquisition Code: Digitized Source 

Sequence: Easting: 552356 Northing: 5277069 

Tax No./Parcel No. Plat/Block/Lot Supplemental Map(s)� Acreage 

8805900002 UNION CITY ADD/1 & 2/ Section NW 21-25-04, 1/27/2010� 1.15 
acres 

Survey Name: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV 
Project 

Field Recorder: Sara S. Orton Date Recorded: 5/10/2010 

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip: 

IDENTIFICATION SECTION 

University of Washington Campus Box 359446 Seattle, WA 98195 

Classification: Site� Resource Status Comments 

Survey/Inventory 
Within a District? No� 

Contributing?� 

National Register Nomination:� 

Local District:� 

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:� 

DESCRIPTION SECTION 

Historic Use: Landscape - Park 

View of central grassy area, facing west taken 5/24/2010 
Current Use: Landscape - Unoccupied Land 

Photography Neg. No (Roll No./Frame No.): 
Plan: Other No. of Stories: NA 

Comments: 
Structural System: None 

Changes to plan: Extensive 

Changes to original cladding: 
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Changes to interior: 

Changes to other: 

Style Form/Type 
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Historic Property 
Inventory Report for 

Canal Reserve Land at East Hamlin Street/SR 520, Seattle, WA 

Changes to windows: Other (specify): 

Cladding Foundation Roof Material Roof Type 

Date Of Construction: 1925
NARRATIVE SECTION 

Architect: The Olmsted Brothers 
Study Unit Other 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture Builder: Unknown� 

Community Planning/Development� 
Engineer: Unknown 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No 

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): Yes - National 

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): Yes 

Statement of� 
Significance� 

The Canal Reserve Land is within the boundaries of the National Register-eligible Montlake Historic District. The Montlake area is generally from the Washington Park Arboretum 
to Portage Bay, with the northern boundary at the Montlake Cut and the southern boundary often listed as Interlaken Park or Interlaken Boulevard. The name “Montlake” 
frequently appears on maps such as the Thomas Guide as the label for this entire neighborhood. The Montlake neighborhood meets the eligibility criteria for a National Register 
historic district under Criterion C. Taken as a whole, the area represents a significant, cohesive collection of residential architecture typical of early 20th century Seattle, with a 
combination of distinctive builder’s houses, high-style, architect-designed residences, three parks and impressive non-residential structures. The period of significance is 1905 to 
1952 with the main era of construction from 1910 to the 1940s. Three parks were incorporated into the neighborhood development, in addition to the Interlaken Park and the 
adjacent Arboretum. In time the neighborhood had schools, churches, a library, a museum, and two small business areas. In spite of the intrusion of SR 520 in the 1960s on the 
old Portage Canal site, and the failed R. H. Thomson Expressway (and associated demolitions), the Montlake neighborhood remains essentially intact. 
In 1903, the Olmsted Brothers (John Charles Olmsted and Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.) came to Seattle and prepared a plan for Seattle’s park system, including Washington Park. 
After 1906 James F. Dawson joined the firm and was one of the principal landscape architects for the Olmsted Brothers in Seattle. In March 1924, Washington Park was officially 
set aside as a botanical garden and arboretum by the Board of Park Commissioners. In 1925, the federal government leased the Old Government Canal property to the City for 99 
years, to be used for park purposes. The leased land was considered an expansion of Washington Park and was the location of the first official plantings in the park in 1935-1936 
(WSDOT 2009). 
The Canal Reserve Land north of SR 520, behind the alley of the houses facing E. Hamlin Street, is what remains undeveloped of the Old Government Canal, the location of the 
original log canal between Lake Union and Lake Washington. This piece of land was not included in the Olmsted plans for Washington Park, but was one of the first areas 
formally planted with specimen plantings. Frederick W. Leissler, Jr., the assistant director of the Arboretum, directed WPA crews in planting Yoshino cherry trees and incense 
cedars on the Canal Reserve Land during the winter of 1935-1936, adding to existing trees in this area (BOLA and Kiest 2003). 
In 1961, the State Department of Highways acquired approximately 47 acres of Arboretum property for the construction and operation of SR 520, including the Arboretum’s share 
of the Old Government Canal land. Many of the cherry trees were relocated to the liberal arts quad of the University of Washington (these trees were removed from the campus in 
1998 because of their advanced age). Six cherry trees that were not relocated remain today on the Canal Reserve Land. However, most of the surrounding land and plantings 
have been removed, and the introduction of SR 520 severely compromised the integrity of this early landscape (BOLA and Kiest 2003). 
The Canal Reserve Land is located within the boundaries of the Montlake Historic District. The area today is mostly used by neighbors as exterior space and is accessible to the 
public along the northern boundary of the parcel. The parcel is significant for the original specimen plantings that have survived at this location. There are 59 specimen plantings 
on this land, of which 24 are from the historic period of the district (1905-1952). Fifteen of the specimens were planted prior to 1945: 7 Sequoias from 1931, 3 incense cedars from 
1909, and 5 cherries - 1 from 1910 and 4 from 1944 (UW 2009). Currently, it is used primarily by the immediate neighbors (residents of the Montlake Historic District) as a small 
green space that has historically been a part of their community. 
The Canal Reserve Land has lost integrity of setting, feeling and association due to the introduction of the SR 520 bridge and the ramps that cut it off from the Arboretum in the 
1960s, severing the connection, physically and visually, between this parcel and the neighboring park property. It maintains some integrity of design and materials due to the 
remaining original trees in their original locations, but it has lost significant acreage to transportation uses and is accessible to the public on only one side. Due to these losses of 
integrity, the Canal Reserve Land is not individually eligible for the National Register under any criteria. However, the Canal Reserve Land is a contributing element to the 
Montlake Historic District. It is from the period of significance of the district and maintains 24 original specimen plantings from the historic period. This parcel is not a contributing 
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